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1892
The strict observance Cistercians 
“Trappists” become their own in-
dependent Order from the other 

Cistercians.

1960
Lantao Daughter House

New Clairvaux Abbey assumes the 
paternity of the monastery of Our 

Lady of Joy, Hong Kong. 

Chinese communist army destroys the two 
Trappist-Cistercian Chinese monasteries of 
Consolation and Our Lady of Joy.  The latter 

takes refuge in Hong Kong, Lantao Island.  

1947

July 2nd, Abbey of New Clairvaux founded 
by monks of Gethsemani, KY. 

1955

New Clairvaux Abbey assumes 
the paternity of the Trappist-Cis-

tercian nuns in Nicaragua.

2001

1931
Stones from the Abbey of Santa María de Óvila (Chapter House and other parts) are sold to 
William Randolph Hearst for $96,500. Takes 11 shiploads to arrive in San Francisco. Luckily, 
and perhaps under direction of Julia Morgan, the stones are numbered. Stones are kept in a 

San Francisco warehouse for 5 years until 1936.

1939-1945
Plans for reconstruction 
are disrupted by World 

War II.

1941-1965
While in Golden Gate Park 
the stones are subject to five 

fires, vandalism, and theft.

1972
As the newly elected 3rd Ab-
bot, Father Thomas X. Davis 
begins conversations with the 
de Young Museum to acquire 

the stones. 

1989
After the Loma Prieta 
earthquake, the de Young 
Museum abandons plans 

for reconstruction.

1994-95

In September the stones of the 
medieval Chapter House of Santa 
María de Óvila awarded to New 
Clairvaux by the director of the 
museum. Fr. Thomas signs the 
agreement of transfer. Nineteen 
truckloads of stone arrive at Vina.

Work commences on the 
reconstruction.

2003
September 14th Ground-
breaking Ceremony for 
the reconstruction of the 

Óvila Chapter House. 

2008
October 25th, ceremonial 
opening of the Chapter House.

2018

Dedication
July 2nd, consecration ceremony 

for the new church. 
Ground Breaking

In May to complete construction for 
the new church. 

2016

1955
Viewing The Stones

On September 15th Father Thomas 
X. Davis views the stones for the first 
time at the age of 21 when he arrives 
in San Francisco to join the founda-

tion at Vina. 

1980-1981
Dr. Margaret Burke receives two grants from 
the Hearst Foundation to study and salvage 
the stones. She determines that the Chapter 

House can be saved.

Meanwhile, theft and vandalism continues 
into the 80’s.

2012
Decision to incorporate 
the Chapter House into 
the new Church on Jan-

uary 25th.

1905
February 28th, Jane Stanford dies 
of strychnine poisoning while on 
the island of Oahu, in a room at the 
Moana Hotel. Stanford University 

takes over wine operations.

1914-1915
Mt. Lassen (then called Mt. Tehama) awakens 
from a 27,000-year-long slumber and rains ash 

upon the vineyards. 1915
A mysterious fire burns down the 
world’s largest fermentation house 

on the spot you are standing.

1955
The Flynn family (pictured) sells 
the ranch to Trappist Cistercian 
monks. Twenty-eight monks ar-
rive from Gethsemani Abbey, 

Trappist, Kentucky.

1871
The railroad comes to Rancho 
Bosqueo and the name of the 
new station is called Vina be-
cause it is surrounded by the 

vineyard.

1881
Leland Stanford purchases the Great Vina 
Ranch with the intent of building a chateau 
style operation to bequeath to his only son and 

child, Leland Stanford Jr.

1884
Leland Stanford Jr. 
dies of typhoid fever 

in Florence, Italy.

1887
Captain Hamden McIntyre designs 
the 2-acre brick wine cellar behind 

you.

1891

Leland Stanford Junior University (now 
Stanford University) in California opens in 
memory of Leland and Jane Lathrop Stan-

ford’s son.

David Starr Jordan, an avid prohibitionist, 
is appointed the 1st president of the newly 

opened university.

1893

Leland Stanford dies, leav-
ing his wife Jane to run 
his enterprises including 
the Great Vina Ranch and 

wine operation.

Lassen sells his Rancho to 
entrepreneur and wine-

maker Henry Gerke.

1861

1861
Gerke expands the vineyards to 

100 acres. 

1887

Stanford’s Winery reaches a capacity of 
2 million gallons. The largest winery and 
distillery in the world at the time. 3,800-

4,000 acres of vines.

1881
Leland Stanford 
purchases the Great 

Vina Ranch. 

The first vines planted in St. 
James and Poor Souls blocks. 

5 acres each.  

2000

The wine tasting room opens. 

2005

Appellation d’Origine Contrôlée
The French wine industry creates the A.O.C, a 
modern system of classifying and ranking the 
best wine regions in France.  Several former 
Cistercian holdings in Burgundy are classi-
fied as Grand crus, the finest vineyards of the 
region (Clos de Vougeot, Grands Échezeaux, 

Musigny, Clos de Tart, Richebourg, etc). 

Pictured is a map of the A.O.C territories, Bur-
gundy is starred in the red region.

1936

The Trappist-Cistercians developed industries for cookies, candy, fruitcakes, honey, 
breads, cosmetics, altar bread for sacramental purposes, gift shops for religious books 
and articles, cheese, liturgical vesture, columbarium, coffins, book bindery, fruit and nut 
orchards, retreat centers, and several groups of Cistercians are dedicated to educational 
work in schools as the University of Dallas, TX. Lantao monastery in Hong Kong has 
Trappist Milk, Crozet monastery in VA has Gouda cheese, Latroun monastery in Israel 

has wines and brandy.

1950’s-2020

Chapter House Completed
In December reconstruction of the Óvila Chapter House 
is completed. 60% of the stones are original from Spain. 

2013

 That fall, Al Wilsey 
visits Vina to evaluate 
Vina’s request for the 

stones.

1991

Cistercian Institute at 
Western Michigan Uni-
versity, Kalamazoo MI, 
are interested in the 
stones, but opt against 

the project.

1970

Buddhist Monastery in Mid-
dlebar, Amador Co, CA opts 
for the stones but the populace 
in San Francisco are opposed 
to Catholic stones used for 

non-Catholic monastery.

1963

Effects of the Depression 
effect Hearst and he gives 
the  stones to the City of 
San Francisco. City moves 
the stones behind the de 
Young Museum in Golden 

Gate Park.

19411931
Stones being shipped to 
William Hearst in San 

Francisco.

1911

On August 29th, Ishi the 
last Yahi (Yana) emerges 

near the Oroville area.

1959
Monastery raised to status of Abbey. Dom Eu-

sebius Wagner elected 1st Abbot.

Blessing of the First Abbot, Dom Eusebius 
Wagner in Sacramento by Bishop McGucken 

on December 12th.  

Vina listed by Congress 
as first California wine-

making facility.

1888
Frederic Bioletti, former cellar 
worker at Leland Stanford’s Great 
Vina Ranch and California’s first 
professor of Viticulture, brings 

Tempranillo to America.

1905

Abbaye de Latroun in Israel founded 
and soon plants vineyards.

1890

1968
Dom Bernard Johnson 

elected 2nd Abbot.

1959
Bob Usher, Art Director of Paramount Studios,   
arrives and becomes an Oblate. He designs first 
monastic buildings and influences subsequent 
buildings. Seen here is the dining hall or "monastic 

refectory."

Monks operate award winning dairy 
herd, prune, and walnut orchards.

1950's
1970

Stanford Mansion Burns
 Monks commence a building 

program.

1998
While working on the stones 
project, Abbot Thomas Davis 
and Phil Sunseri devised a plan 
to replant Vina with vineyards.

Dom Paul Mark Schwan 
elected 4th abbot.

2009

New Clairvaux vineyard wine-
maker Aimee Sunseri is named 
International Woman Winemak-

er of the year by  the I.W.W.C

2017

St. James and Trinity Block 
vineyards certified organic.

2020

1972
Father Thomas X. Davis 

elected 3rd Abbot.

1st
2000

The monastery partnered with 
Sunseri Wine Company and 
with Sierra Nevada (Ovila) in 

2011.

First Assyrtiko and Moschofilero 
vines planted in the United States 

in St. James Block.

2016

ACQUISITIONS

1955
Trappist Cistercian Monks 

acquire Vina.

1919
The vineyards are removed 
and Stanford's Great Vina 
Ranch is sold to the Shattuck 
family of Berkeley at the onset 

of Prohibition.

2013
Master Site Plan established for 
future development. (See panel 

wall to your left).
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