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GESTA MONASTICA
N e w s f r o m t h e A b b e y o f O u r L a d y o f N e w C l a i r v a u x

FROM THE ABBOT’S DESK
Dear Friends,

Father Paul Mark Schwan, OCSO
ABBOT

Welcome!
MISSION STATEMENT

Seeking God at this place of New
Clairvaux, we are a community of
Cistercian monks living the Rule
of Saint Benedict. We witness
God’s love for the world according
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ by a
life of prayer, labor and sustainable
stewardship of our resources in
simplicity and openness to the
signs of the times. Our monastery
welcomes all people in a spirit of
hospitality, and engages others in
collaborative relationships.

The beautiful season of
summer is upon us. The
Church moves into the
liturgical
season
called
Ordinary Time. There never
seems anything ordinary
about it to me but on the
other hand the ordinary tasks
of the monastery do seem
to take on a heightened and
sometimes urgent meaning at
this time of year. The monks
are busy tending the vineyard
with weekly all-night spraying.
Workers run to and from prune
and walnut orchards. Monks
and employees move lawn
sprinklers and cut the grass.

Other numerous “summer”
projects are organized and,
we hope, completed during
this seasonal drought period.

Abbot does his share of picking
during the grape harvest.
(continued on Page 2)
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(continued from Page 1)

In and through it all we read, “The Lord God
looked at everything he had made and found
it very good.”
Among the projects chosen for you to
consider this summer are the west church
parking lot and the Ovila Room display
board that conveys the monastery mission
and donor recognition. Funding support for
these and other projects comes from your
participation in the Monks Choir, Abbot’s
Table or Our Lady of New Clairvaux Annual
Fund. This fund, under the special patronage
of Our Blessed Mother, seeks your financial
gifts to aid in the long-term support of the
monastery’s mission.
At the heart of our life is the Work
of God, in other words prayer and sacrifice
to proclaim the gospel. We pray for you
daily and offer a weekly mass for all our
benefactors and family living and deceased.

And your best gift to us is that of your own
prayer for each of us monks.
Whatever summer brings to the
doorstep of your life receive it as a gracious
gift of blessing from the Lord God who sees
all things, especially you, as very good.
Thanks for reading!

Prayer for the Abbey of New Clairvaux

B

lessed are you, God of all creation. You know our hearts and our
desires. Guide all that we do for your glory. We place our trust in
you, O Divine Architect, that through your guidance we may use our
gifts to make visible your Kingdom. May all who have begun this work
be always guided by the light of faith, hope and love.
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Dom Thomas X. Davis celebrates 60 years of
Priestly Ordination

Father Thomas celebrates Holy Mass with
members of his family present.

Father distributing Communion.

Father Thomas’ family joins the monks for a
celebratory meal.

Father Thomas loves his chocolate cake.
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MAY 2019 CHRONICLES
May 1

May 9

May 19

The brothers gathered in the
Senior Wing to anoint Brother
Pierre and administer the
Sacrament of the Sick. Brother
Luis celebrates his birthday.

The brothers celebrate the Mass
of the Resurrection for Brother
Pierre at 9 a.m. followed by
his burial and a reception with
friends and family was held in
St. Luke dining room.

Fifth Sunday of Easter: The
abbot continues his chapter
talk series on “Who am I in
the Psalms?” Brother William
departs for Wrentham, MA to
join the other junior monks and
nuns for the Junior Seminar.

May 4

May 14
The monks and winery staff
host the annual Lobster Feed The monastic community goes
on a balmy Saturday evening.
to Lake Siskiyou neart Mt.
Shasta to enjoy a day of picnic.
May 5
Picnic hosts Bros. Luis and Peter
After Compline, the brothers Gao select a site near a beach
gather at Brother Pierre’s where the brothers enjoy a
bedside to recite the prayers for game of volleyball, horseshoes,
the dying. Within an hour, the and hiking.
brothers are summoned by the May 15
death toll shortly after Brother’s
passing at 9:02 p.m. His passing The community continues a
will be remembered for being meditative dialogue session
relatively sudden and peaceful. with Martin LeFevre, an author,
philosopher and contemplative.

May 22
Sixth Sunday of Easter: In the
abbot’s absence, Father Thomas
shares his experience as
chaplain to our sisters at Santa
Rita Abbey, retreat master at
Crozet, and attending the junior
directors’ meeting at Spencer
Abbey. Another heavy rain hits
Vina creating quite a spectacle
(and watery mess) during Mass.
May 31
Solemnity of the Ascension.

DEVELOPMENT OFFICE
Email: development@newclairvaux.org Telephone: 530-839-9936
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT - Mike Prym
DONOR SERVICES ASSOCIATE - Natalie Carter
SACRAMENTO REGIONAL DONOR RELATIONS OFFICER - Sue Schuttinger (530-567-1991)
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SEPTEMBER 2019
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

Sunday

22nd Sunday in
Ordinary Time

2

3

4

9

10

11

Labor Day

Memorial of St
Gregory the Great,
Pope & Doctor

16

17

18

23 /
30

24

25

5

6

12

13

◐ 7

14

Feast day of
Exaltation of the
Holy Cross

8

23rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time

○ 15
24th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

19

20

21

22

◑

26

27

28

29

●

Feast day of Saint
Matthew, Apostle &
Evangelist

25th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

26th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Support the Abbey through your AmazonSmile purchases.
1) Access the following: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1516317
2) Your future purchases qualify for the .05% Abbey donation.

DID YOU KNOW

September 3rd is the Memorial of Saint Gregory the Great. Saint Gregory became
pope in the year 590. It is in Saint Gregory’s writings called the Dialogues that we have
the Life of Saint Benedict. This work is a hagiography meaning that it is an account
of the miracles, healings, signs and wonders done by holy persons, mostly monks, of
sixth-century Italy. Saint Gregory’s mother, Sylvia, is also a saint.
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Brother Pierre LaPointe
February 17, 1931 - May 5, 2019

B

rother Pierre was born
Donald Joseph La Pointe
to Lawrence La Pointe and
Evelyn Ducharme in Detroit,
Michigan. His father worked as
a policeman for the city. A true
native of “Motown” Brother
had summer employment in
an automobile factory. As a
talented athlete, he spent a
summer playing baseball in the
minor leagues for the Detroit
Tigers.

Brother attended Michigan
State University for two years
with the intention of majoring
in Physical Education but the

Brother was a jack of all
trades reflected in the many
responsibilities he was assigned:
baker, cantor, prune orchardist,
welder and mechanic to name a
few. The latter position he held
for over 30 years maintaining
our fleet of trucks, cars,
tractors, and farm equipment.
When harvest equipment broke
down, he generously worked
long hours into the night so the
prune or walnut harvests would
be able to continue.

call of a vocation manifested
itself and he generously
responded and entered the
Abbey of Gethsemani before
completing his degree. He was
sent on Gethsemani’s fifth
foundation here at Vina and
arrived with the first contingent
of 26 monks on the foundation
day, July 2, 1955, a fact he was
always proud of.

Have you included the Abbey in your will or
trust? Let us know so we may thank and
welcome you to the St. Bernard Society.
Mike Prym
Tel: 530-839-9936
Email: mikeprym@newclairvaux.org
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Always one to be active, in his
last years when his strength
was greatly diminished he grew
tomatoes, trapped gophers,
and cracked walnuts for the
monastery kitchen and to give
away to friends.

Brother loved his independence
and perhaps his last and
greatest suffering was to
depend on the brothers and
the health care staff at the end
of his earthly life for everything.
But he embraced death in
true monastic spirit.
The

community gathered for the
commendation for the dying
Sunday evening and within an
hour the Lord called him home
as the brothers had begun a
bedside vigil.

ABBEY TOUR INFORMATION
Guests are welcome to take a self-guided tour any time between 2:30 PM - 5 PM. We are open weekdays and
Saturdays but closed on Sundays . A guided tour can be arranged through the Development Department for
groups of 10 or more. A suggested donation of $10 per person supports the ongoing care and maintenance
of our new abbey church. For information contact the Development Department at 530-839-9936 or
visit our website: www.newclairvaux.org.
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MY LONG-TERM RETREAT
EXPERIENCE
Stephen Burger from Canada participated in our long-term guest program this year. This program is
open to both men and women who desire a retreat experience that extends beyond the alloted 3-4
days. For more information about the program, visit our website under “retreats”.

I

t was a month that passed
by too quickly. But what a
blessed month it was. Every
day started off at 3:10am. Thank
God for alarm clocks! And
the day usually ended around
9:30pm. The day is wonderfully
divided into the Office of the
Hours here. And nothing gets in
the way of worshiping God and
singing His praises with psalms
and hymns. Then of course
there are the Bible and patristic
readings, the sermon and most
importantly the
Eucharist.
Between services there was
various outdoor tasks to do,
and in my room during the free
time my own business work,
except for Sunday. Mostly the
outdoor work involved the
vineyard. For some reason
even though I’m originally from
Canada the heat of the summer
didn’t seem to be a problem. In
general the vines needed to be
suckered and trimmed, grapes
needed to be moved around,
and leaves needed to be

plucked. Also the ever-present
“weeds” needed to be removed
or burned. Burning involves
hauling around a propane tank
and torching them. This works
wonderfully well for the small
weeds and you quickly become
familiar with every type of wild
plant. Then there is the general
grounds keeping, raking and
more weeding. For a guy that
is stuck behind a computer
most of the time doing
programming, all this was great.

Clairvaux the more I felt that
this is the way man (or a woman)
was meant to live. Church,
work, good food and prayer.
What more could you want?

Lastly there was the food. The
monks do the cooking and
bring it in via a golf cart. Usually
everything was quite healthy
and tasty: fresh steamed
vegetables, stir-frys, fish and
an endless supply of fruit, milk,
yogurt, cheese, home-made
bread and peanut butter. All of
which made me a happy guy.
The longer I was at New

Thinking about becoming a monk? - Schedule a
Discernment Visit
“Then Jesus said, ‘Let’s go off by ourselves to a quiet place and
rest awhile’” (Mark 6:31). Discerning monastic life to the abbey
begins with a visit. To schedule a discernment visit, contact our
Vocation Director: godseeking@newclairvaux.org.
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NEW INTERACTIVE DONOR BOARD

Our new Donor Board finally arrived and has been installed in the Ovila Room (next
to our Wine-Tasting Room). This interactive donor board allows us to give recognition
to the countless individuals and organizations who have supported our construction
project since the beginning. On your next visit to the Abbey of Our Lady of New
Clairvaux, please be sure to stop by and learn more about the abbey!

Requirements for Joining the
Order of Cistercians of the Strict Observance
Some requirements for joining:
• Practicing Catholic of at least two-years standing.
• A visit to our Abbey guesthouse for a vocational discernment retreat.
• Between ages of 22-40 (good health and psychological balance are important).
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HONORING OUR ARTISAN:
DAVID CLARK
By Abbot Paul Mark

A

long-time retreatant to
the monastery that I
only recognized by his
face and characteristically long
grey beard approached me five
years ago in the guest house
dining room. This retreatant I
discovered had a name, David
Clark to be exact! He had heard
that we were to re-commence
on the construction of our longawaited church and offered his
services to help free of charge.
It ought not to surprise you that
no abbot can turn away an offer
of free labor!

the attention to the smallest walls, and the table tops of the
details, and the perfection of tabernacle and ambry.
the finished product shows all
his work to be very much a part
of his prayer. His commissioned
pieces speak of love, truth and
dignity. They a statement of
love, of an evangelical witness
to the gospel. In other words,
there is a real incarnation of God
found in David’s work.
For our church David completed
all the black walnut doors and

It turns out that David is a master
carpenter par excellence. And
as a devout practicing Roman
Catholic he has received as his
call of church ministry to offer his

What an incredible blessing for
us monks to have had David
Clark be part of this historical
project. What an honor for
us to be the recipients of his
gifted woodwork. Long after
we have passed into eternity
future generations will continue
to behold in great awe and
admiration the work of David’s
hands found in our church.
These generations will find the
same inspiration we experience.
Thank you, David Clark!

transoms beginning with the
magnificent public door to
the church, the black walnut
professional wood working skills trimming, the presider’s chair,
to churches. The exceptional the inlaid walnut of the altar,
beauty of his craftmanship, the processional cross, the slat
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BLESSING OF THE GRAPE HARVEST
2019
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